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AWIvmL  REPOET  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFEICER  OF  HEALTH  FOR  194-^ . 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Bedlingtonshi  Urban  District 

C ounci  1 . 


Gentlemen, 

^ "^0  present  to  you  the  Annual  Report  of  the  Medical 

Utticer  of  Health  concerning  the  health  and  sanitary  circumstances 
of  rhe  Urban  District  in  1943. 

Owing  to  the  tragic  and  unexpected  death  of  Dr.  Angus  it  has 
lot  to  prepare  and  produce  this  report  of  work  for 
which  he ^ was  responsible  and  ’which  was  carried  out  under  his 
inspiration^ and  guidance. ^ His  passing  is  a great  loss  to  the  Public 
Health  services  in  this  district  and  is  deeply  regretted  by  all  who 
worked  with  him  and  ?/ere  thus  in  a position  to  appreciate  his 
profound  knowledge  and  wide  experience  of  Public  Health  wor'k  and 
medical  practice  generally. 

In  accordance  v/ith  tbe  instructions  of  the  Minsitry  of  Heailth 
1 have  followed  closely  the  plan  of  previous  reports  as  regards 
brevity , the  limitation  of  references  and  the  suppression  of 
certaan  figures  of  population,  etc. 

There  is  no  outstanding  departure  from  the  routine  of  the 
previous  year  to  report. 


Scabies  and  other  verminous  conditions  continued  to  occupy 
much  attention  and  their  treatment  involved  the  expenditure  of 
much  time  and  energy  both  on^the  part  of  your  Medical  Officers 
and  ol  the  staffs  at  the  various  cleansing  stations. 


The  campaign  of  diphtheria  immunisation  was  maintained.  The 
percentages  of  children  immunised  at  the  end  of  1945  were 
39.5/c^  for  children  under  five  years  and  79.4%  for  children  between 
live  ^d  fifteen  years.  The  figure  for  school  children  is  fairly 
satisfactory,  but  that^for  pre-school  children,  the  most  susceptible 

^ considerable  room  for  improvement*  The  Health 
Visiuors  are  continually  endeavouring  to  persuade  parents  to  bring 
their  young  children  to  the  clinic  for  inoculation,  but  many  of  the 
motners  and  fathers  still  refuse  to  recognise  the  benefits  which  are 
provided  by  this  simple  treatment.  The  benefits  of  inoculation 
against  dnpbtheria  are  now  making  themselves  felt,  especially  in 
modifying  the  severity  of  the  attack  and  vastly  improving  the 
prospects  of  complete  recovery  where  an  inoculated  child  does  become 
inxecbed  by  diphtheria. 

On  ohe  instructions  of  the  Ministry  of  Health  special  mention 
IS  made  or  the  water  supplies  in  the  district  as  it  is  the  aim  of 
tne  Go\;'ernment  to  have  water  laid  on  in  every  house  as  soon  as  is 
practicable  after  the  war. 

I am.  Your  obedient  Servant, 

^ G.B.  Me GREGOR, 

Septemoer  1944.  Medical  Officer  of  Health, 

Urban  District  of  Bedlingtonshire . 
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AMUAL  JRSPORT  OF  TI-EE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEAIffH 


for  19^5. 


Public  Health  Officers  of  the  Local  Authority. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health  . . ) 

Medical  Officer  M.  & G.W.  ) 

Authority,  Sunray  Clinic..  ) 
Medical  Officer,  Infectious  ) 
Diseases  Hospital ) 

Assistant  Medical  Officer 
of  Health 

Dental  Officer  (Part-time),. 
Ophthalmic  Officer 


Obstetrical  Consultants ( 

( 

( 

Health  and  Child  ( 

Protection  Visitors ( 

( 

( 

( 


Sanitary  ) 

Meat  ) -Lnspecuor . . o . . . , 

Sanitary  Inspector 

(additional) 

Offices  of  the  M. O.H. . » , . . . . 

Telephone  

Offices  of  the  Sanitary 
Inspector 

Telephone 

M.C.W.  Centre  and  Sunray 
Clinic 

Telephone 


James  Angus,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  B,HY,, 

Catherine  B.,  McGregor, 

M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H. 

G. E.  Wilson,  L.R.C.P. , L.R.C.S. ,L,M, 
L, D. S , , 

Alex.  MacRae,  M.D. , D.O.M.S, 

part-time,  appointed  April,  19^1. 

E,  Farquhar  Murray,  M.D. , F.R.C.S. 

H. H.  Evers,  M.B.,  M.S,,  F.R.C.S. 

F. E.  Stabler,  M.D,,  F.R.C.S. 

IVIrs.  M.  Robson,  S.C.M. 

Ii/iiss,  ¥i,  Bewick,  S.R.H., 

I\/Irs,  J.  Jackson,  S.R.N.  S.C.M. , 
appointed  November  19^2  resigned 
October  1945. 

R.  M.  Laverick,  M.S. I. A. 

R.W.  Cov\jans,  appointed  December  1959 
Joined  H.M.  Forces  September  1940. 

146,  Station  Road,  Ashington. 

Ashington  287, 

Council  Offices,  Front  Street, 
Bedlington. 

Bedlington  2214. 

South  Parade,  Guide  Post, 
Choppington. 

Bedlington  2227* 


URBAN  DISTRICT  Ch‘  BEjJLINQIOEgHg^ 

Al^NUAL  :REP0RT  OR  TtlE  MEDICAL  ORRIGER  OR  HEALTH 

ROR  19T3o 


SECTION  A. 

Statistics  and  Social  Conditions  of  the  Area. 

Area,  in  acres  - 9,025.784. 

Registrar  General’s  estimate  of 

Resident  population  mid  1945  Temporarily  suppressed, 

Min.  of  H.  Circular  2604, 


Rateable  value  - £99,50? 

One  penny  rate  produces  - £414,  12s,  5<^. 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (end  of  1945)  - Temporarily  suppressed, 

Min,  of  H,  circular  2604, 

Vital  Statistics . ’ 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  resident  population  - 20,54 
Still  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  total  (live  and  still)  births  - 50,48 
Death  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  population  - 12,55 

Deaths  from  puerperal  causes  (headings  29  and  50  of  the  Registrar 
General's  short  list):~ 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  total 


(live  and  still)  birtlis. 

No,  29  Puerperal  Sepsis  5*81 

No,  50  Other  Puerperal  causes  - 

Total  ......  o o . 5*81 

Death  Rate  of  infants  under  one  year  of  ages- 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births  58,94 


Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births  .,  90,9 

Deaths  from  Cancer  ( all  ages  ) 41 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages) Nil 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Gough  (all  ages) 5 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  2 years) 1 
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PTFANTIIE  MCRTALITY  - 1943 

Total  Total 


Causes 

Und 

1-2 

2-3 

3-4- 

under 

1-3 

3-6 

6-9 

9-12 

under 

of  Death 

1 wk 

wks 

wks 

wks 

1 mth  mths 

mths 

mths 

mtiis 

1 yr. 

Prematurity, 

7 

1 

— 

8 

x 

X 

8 

Pneumonia  & bronchitis 

1 

— 

1 

2 

1 

2 

1 

7 

Birth  Injury 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

X 

1 

Congenital 

— 

malformation 

— 

— 

2 

— 

2 

1 

1 

— 

— 

4 

Whooping  Cough 
Accident 

- 

- 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

- 

1 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

2 

Piiik:  Disease 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

X 

1 

Gas tr  o-ent  er it is 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Encephalitis 

1 

1 

Bone  Disease 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

T.B.  Meningitis 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

•V 

1 

Jaundice  (familial) 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

- 

1 

Totals 

9 

2 

2 

— 

7 

4 

30 

SECTION  B. 

General  Provision  of  Health.  Services  for  the  Area, 
LABORATORY  FACILITIES. 


Laboratory  facilities  are  available  at  the  Laboratory  belonging 
to  the  Northumberland  County  Council,  The  extent  to  which  the 
facilities  have  been  utilized  is  shown  below 


Specimen  sent  in  by. 

Specimen, 

Pos . 

C ,C  ,T , 0, 

Sputa  for  tubercle. 

8 

55 

Medical  Practitioners 

db. 

10 

140 

M.O.H. 

Swabs  for  C i diphtherias , 

I 

15 

Medical  Practitioners. 

do. 

16 

66 

M.  O.H, 

Virulence  test  for 

0 . diphtheriae , 

1 

1 

M,  O.H, 

Swabs  for  Haemolytic 
Streptococcus . 

1 

1 

Medical  Practitioners, 

do . 

12 

14 

Medical  Practitioners. 

Blood  for  Enteric  Fever. 

... 

Z- 

Medical  Practitioners . 

Faeces  fcr  Enteric  Fever. 

4 

M. C.H. 

Faeces  for  dysentery  (B 

.flexner  )1 

— 

Medical  Practitioners. 

do . 

do.  2 

— 

Medical  Practitioners. 

Gerebro  Spinal  Fluid, 

2 

1 

Medical  Practitioners, 

Swab  for  Staphylococci. 

- 

1 

3 


AMBULMCE  M0ILIT1ES_._ 

Aiiibulanc0  vshiclGS  S — ■ Bodlington  2;  Gaiabois  1;  Cboppinp^on  1; 
NethertoQ  2,  » & » 

NUESIITG  IE  THE  HGJIE. 

No  change.  No.  of  district  nurses  and  mid  wives  - 8. 

AND  CLINICS. 

As  before. 

HOSPITALS.  PUBLIC  AND  VOLUNTARY. 

There  is  no  hospital  of  either  type  in  the  district. 

IVIATERNITY  AND  CHILD  YffiLPAPE  o 


Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Clinics  are  held  on  Tuesday  and 
Thursday  afternoons  of.  each  week  at  the  M.C.W.  Centre,  Guide  Post,  A 
clinic  set  up  as  a temporary  war— tim.e  measure  at  Cambois  primarily 
for  diphtheria  immunisation  purposes,  has  developed  in  an  appreciable 
manner  to  the  status  of  a Child  ViJelfare  Centre. 

Attendance  of  chi.ldren  up  to  2 yrs.  at  M.G.W.  Centre, Guide  Post  -3500 
“ ’*  » »»  ^ yrs.  at  Mawburn  Tee.,  Cambois  - 512 

These  clinics  were  supervised  by  one  or  other  of  your  Medical 
Officers  of  Health  and  v/here  necessary,  chi-ldren  were  directed  to 
the  Babies'  Hospital,  the  Sanderson  Home  or  the  Sunray  Clinic  of  the 
Council  for  treatment. 

Milk  Poods,  etc. 

Dried  milk  foods  were  sold  at  cost  price  during  the  year  and 
the  amount  approximated  10,683  pkts. 

Vitamins  such  as  Cod  Liver  Oil  Emulsion,  Virol,  Numol,  Marmite 
and  Celin  Tablets  were  also  available. 

Clinics  for  the  pre-school  child,  aged  2 to  5 years. 

The  second  Monday  of  each  month  at  2 p,m. 

Attendances  of  children  at  M.C.W,  Centre,  Guide  Post  - 237 

Each  child  is  examined  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  many 
being  referred  for  inspection,  and  treatment  if  need  be  to  the  Dental 
^Officer  at  the  dental  clinic  for  pre-school  children.  Others  have 
been  referred  to  the  Sunray  Clinics  for  treatment  by  U.V,  Light, 

Children  found  to  have  unhealthy  tonsils  and  adenoids  are 
afforded  the  advantage  of  operative  treatment  (tonsillectomy)  at  the 
Throat,  Nose  and  Ear  Hospital,  Nev/castle,  or  the  Knight  Memorial 
Hospital,  Blyth. 


4. 


In  this  case  the  L.A.  is  responsible  for  the  full  maintenance  of 
the  children  in  either  of  these  hospitals,  the  parents  contributing 
to  the  cost  according  to  an  approved  income  scale. 

Dental  Clinic. 

Since  the  appointment  of  Dr,  G.E.  Wilson  as  Dental  Officer-  in 
May  1941  dental  clinics  have  been  held  weekly  for  expectant  mothers 
and  pre-school  children. 


Dumber  of  expectant  and  nursing  mothers  who  attended  74 

*’  pre-school  children  who  attended 91 

“ ” administrations  of  general  anaesthesia 91 

" ” impressions  tal^en,.., 3I 


It  has  been  the  invariable  practice  to  perform  extractions  in 
pre-school  children  whilst  they  are  under  a general  anaesthetic  and 
also  on  their  recovery  to  transfer  them  by  ambulance  from  the  clinic 
to  their  homes. 

> 

Ophthalmic  Clinic. 


Oculist  - Mr,  Alex  MacRae,  Do,  of  sessions  - 4 

Dumber  of  children  attending  for  the  first  time  - 20 

Do,  of  subsequent  attendances  by  children  - 57 

The ^ examinations  were  conducted  by  the  oculist,  the  patients* 
eyes  having  for  some  days  previously  been  treated  by  atropine  drops 
and  ointment,  in  order  to  facilitate  the  retinoscopy. 

These  pre-school  children  were  referred  via  the  toddlers*  clinic 
by  either  your  medical  officer  or  on  the  request  of  the  local  medical 
practitioners  who  now  are  well  aware  of  the  existence  of  the  scheme. 

The  conditions  for  which  these  children  were  seen  were  - squints 
or  errors  of  refraction.  In  12  cases  lenses  were  prescribed  by  the 
oculist  and  the  spectacle  fitting  was  carried  out  by  an  optician  who 
always  accompanies  the  ophthalmogist . 

This  type  of  service,  completed  by  the  delivery  of  the  spectacles 
in  a few  days,  saves  much  time  to  parents  by  the  elimination  of 
several  visits  to  central  ophthalmic  clinics  in  Dewcastle,  which 
would  otherwise  be  necessary. 

Diphtheria  Immunisation  Clinic, 

See  section  F, 

Antenatal  Clinic. 

Clinics  - four  sessions  monthly  as  follows; 

4i2?st  Wednesday  forenoons  Dr.  V/aterhouse;  First  Wednesday  afternoons 
Dr.  Doble;  Third  Wednesday  afternoons  Drs . J,  Brown  &.  Reid;  last 
Monday  afternoons  Drs.  Lowry  & H.S.  Brown, 

5. 


Number  of  women  who  attended  19B 

Number  of  attendances  


References  to  Specialists  - It  is  permissible  to  refer  to  obstetric 
specialists  in  ll  ewe  as  tie  any  cases  attenoing  the  antenatal  clinic 
which  present  any  special  difficulty. 

Home  Helps  have  been  available  during  the  year. 

Maternity  Hospitals  s The  arrangement  still  obtains  _bety;een_  the 
i -ngtonshi  re  [J'.b.G.  and  the  Princess  Mary  Maternity  Hospital 
whereby  in  necessitous  cases  the  Council  makes  itself  responsible 
in  whole  or  in  part  for  the  fees  for  maintenance  of  such  maternity 
cases  as  are  sent  thereto,  in  the  majority  of  cases  by  the  local 
medical  practitioners. 

The  following  is  a table  of  the  various  conditions  for  #iich 
patients  from  Bed lingt on shire  were  referred  under  the  above 
arrangement • 

Abortion 

Delivery  (a)  Breech 

(b)  Instrumental  

(c)  Normal  

Haemorrhage  (a)  A.P.  and  P.P.H.  

(b)  AoP.  (Placenta  Praevia  & 

Caesar'ean  Section)  • . . 

(c)  A.P.  (Placenta  Praevia) 

Toxaemia 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  

Epilepsy  

Pyelitis  

Version  

Total .24 


5 

1 

2 

2 

3 

1 

1 

5 

2 

1 

2 

1 


Sum?  ay  Clinic. 

Sunray  Clinics  are  held  on  Tuesday  mornings  at  9*30  and  Friday 
afternoons  at  2 p.m.  of  each  week. 

No.  of  attendances  (children  and  infants)  - 2,573* 

This  clinic  was  carried  on  on  the  same  lines  as  heretofore  and 
in  all  160  patients  received  treatment  during  the  year,  their  age 

distribution  being  shown  in  the  following  table. 

New  Cases. 

Under  5 years  

School  Children. . . . 18 

Totals.,..  134 

Below  is  a table  showing  the  na'ture  of  diseases  treated,  together 
with  the  results  of  treatment.  Many  under  the  heading  ’-improved  are 
still  undergoing  treatment. 


Total. 

136 

24 

160 
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Disease.  Cured 


Tuberculosis 
(non-pulmonary)  1 
Adenitis  8 

Pink  Disease  7 

Ocular  diseases  4 
Skin  diseases  8 
Chest  (non  T.B.)  4 

Pickets  6 

Malnutrition  5 

Debility  6 

Anaemia 


Linrihely  to 
benefit  from 
Improved,  further 

treatment. 


1 1 

9 

1 

2 

3 

20 

5 2 

19 
5 


Total 

incomplete,  treated 


- 

3 

3 

20 

- 

7 

- 

5 

2 

15 

9 

16 

12 

38 

4 

14 

14 

39 

- 

3 

Sj^ary  of  certain  information  compiled  by  the  Health  Visitors. 

No.  of  live  births  notified  in  Bedlingtonshire  during  1943 

^ . . M.241  F.223 464 

No,  of  illegitimate  births  (included  in  above  total) 

•.y  r.  / . M.l  P.7 8 

No.  of  still  births  (not  included  in  above) 

,,  . . . M.ll  P.2 13 

ko.  o±  sets  Ox  twin  births  notified  during  the  year  ...........  7 

No.  of  births  notified  from  Princess  Mary  Maternity  Home  ......  43 

No.  of  births  notified  from  other  maternity  homes  40 

Visits . 

First  visits,  births  45I 

Sub— visits  under  one  year  ^382 

To  children  between  the  ages  of  one  and  five  years  !^792 

Child  Life  Protect! on . 


Public  Health  Act  1936,  Sections  206  - 220. 


The  Health  Visitors  have  been  appointed  as  Child  Protection  Visitors. 
No,  Ox  cnildren  below  9 years  of  age  on  the  register  — 7 


SECTION  C. 

SANITaPY  CIPCUMSTMCES  op  THE  AREA. 

■ WATER  SUPPLY. 

The  public  water  supply  continued  to  be  received  from  the 
Water  Department  of  the  Tynemouth  Corporation.  It  is  of  good 
quality  and  regularly  tested  by  the  Vendors,  and  contamination  is 
unsown.  The  quantity  served  has  been  adequate,  and  satisfactorily 
maintained.  No  additional  mains  have  been  provided.  This  water  is 
chlorinated  before  it  enters  the  Urban  District. 
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Water  Supply  at  Dwellings . 


Within  the  district  approximately  eighty  per  cent  of  the  houses 
have  a private  water  supply.  Invariably  this  is  either  complete 
within  the  house  or  within  the  private  yard  attached.  The  remainder 
of  the  occupiers  receive  the  water  from  various  standpipes  or 
watertaps  situated  within  the  back  street  or  common  yard  areas,  and 
each  can  be  said  to  be  reasonably  convenient. 

These  latter  properties  can  be  classeot  as  those  of  the  "Clearance 
Type". 

During  the  four  years  preceding  the  present  war  most  of  the  owners 
with  properties  without  such  private  service  were  ^called  upon  to  make 
this  provision.  This  resulted  in  almost  one  thousand  water  services 
being  completed.  The  a.reas  mostly  affected  were  Bedlington, 

Bedlington  Station,  West  Sleekburn  and  Cambois. 

There  are  all  reasonable  facilities  such  as  mains ■ and  services 
available  near  to  properties  for  each  house  to  have  its  own  supply. 

DRAINAGE  ADD  SMBRA.GE. 

No  new  drains  or  sewers  have  been  laid,  although  repairs  have 
been  frequently  carried  out.  The  sewers  empty  into  tidal  waters 
of  the  estuaries  of  the  River  Blyth  suid  the  River  V/ansbeck,  In 
areas  adjoining  the  coast  line  the  sewers  empty  direct  into  the  sea. 

RrWERS  AND  STREAmS. 

No  action  has  been  necessary. 

CLOSET  ACCaMODATION. 

The  district  is  served  by  the  water  carriage  system  v^rith  the 
exception  of  a small  number  of  dwellings  situated  remote  from  public 
sewers,  and  in  such  cases  the  conservancy  system  is  the  method  used, 

PUBLIC  CLEANSING, 


The  removal  of  house  refuse  is  carried  out  partly  by  direct 
labour  and  partly  by  contractors. 

The  intervals  between  the  times  of  collection  are  very  re^lar, 
dustbins  are  emptied  twice  a week  and  the  common  ashpit  fortnightly. 
Th©  bulk  of  the  refuse  collected  is  disposed  of  at  claypit  excavations 
in  the  vicinity  of  Choppington  and  Bedlington  Station.  Other 
temporary  deposits  appear  within  the  Stakeford  district,  and  land 
depressions  are  being  filled  in  within  fields  situated  in  the  areas  of 
East  Sleekburn  and  Cambois,  All  these  are  kept  in  a reasonable 
condition  by  Council  Control. 


The  whole  of  the  work  has  been  satisfactory. 

The  collection  of  salvage  is  under  the  supervision  of  the 
Department,  and  the  laethod  of  collection  is  quite  separate  from  the 
refuse  collection.  The  system  adopted  is  hy  house  to  house 
collection. 

SADITaRY  iksiectiqd  of  tee  abea. 

The  appended  table  provides  the  number  and  nature  of  inspections 
arising  from  various  defects  during  the  year. 

Notices  have  been  chiefly  served  by  letter  or  interview. 


9 


Total,....  1260  |279  - 279  277 


Set  out  hereunder  are  details  of  Housing  repairs  included 
in  structural  defects s- 


Hature  of  Work, 


No.  Repaired,  No,  Renewed, 


Roofs  and  Ridges,  16 
Chimney  Stacks , 7 
Spouting  and  Fall  pipes,  21 
Pointing,.  3 
Windcw  Sashes  and  Frames,  2 
Doors  and  Frames,  6 
Wall  plaster  (Rooms)  7 
Ceilings,  9 
Chimney  Breasts.  2 
Food  Stores,  2 
Ranges.  1 
Water  Service  provided. 

Defective  ’Water  Closets  and  Services,  33 
^st  Bins . - 
Inspection  Chamber  Covers.  - 
Water  Services  Repaired.  21 


2 

2 

4 

2 

1 

1 

145 

3 


130  160 


SHOPS  AND  OFFICES. 


No  action  has  been  taken  under  this  heading, 

CAivIPING  SITES. 

(1)  Number  of  sites  in  the  area  used  for  camping  purposes  , .Nil 

(2)  Number  of  camping  sites  in  respect  of  which  licences  have 

been  issued  by  the  Local  Authority  Nil 

(3)  Estimated  number  of  Campers  residing  in  the  area  at  one 

time  during  the  summer  season .Nil. 

SMOKE  ABATEi^NT. 


No  action  has  been  taken  under  this  heading. 

SWII^FyllNO  BATHS  AND  POOIS . 

An  open  air  public  bath  is  situated  at  Humford  Mill,  The  water  is 
received  from  the  River  Blyth  and  is  continually  cleansed  by 
Chlorination.  Pit  head  shov;er  baths  exist  at  the  Collieries 
situated  at  Bedlington,  Cambois  and  Bomarsund. 
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ERADICATION  OF  BED  BUGSo 


(1)  The  number  of  Council  Houses  infested.......... 13 

Other  houses  infested  17 

(2)  The  method  employed  for  freeing  infested  houses  is  ty  fumigation 

with  Sulphur  Dioxide  following  the  general  sprayin' ; with 
Insecticide. 

(3)  Previous  to  tenants  being  removed  to  Council  Houses  Hhe  furniture 

and  clothing  are  subjected  to  the  process  of  disinJ‘estation,and 
all  clothing  and  bedding  are  treated  in  the  steam  c.isinfector 
situated  within  the  grounds  of  the  Council’s  Hospii  al,  by^ 
arrangement  with  the  South  East  Northumberland  Joiit  Hospital 
Board. 

(4)  All  work  of  disinfestation  is  carried  out  by  the  Local  Authority, 

except  under  heading  (3). 

(5)  There  are  no  measures  taken  to  prevent  re-infestation  unless 

appeal  is  made  to  the  Sanitary  Inspector. 

(6)  Beetle  infestation  at  houses  has  had  frequent  attention,  the^ 

I occupiers  being  supplied  with  material  for  the  disinfestation* 

SCHOQIS. 

All  the  Sanitary  Arrangements  and  Water  Supply  of  the  Schools  _ 
continue  to  be  satisfactory.  The  water  supply  system  is  established 
at  all  the  Schools,  and  water  comes  direct  from  the  Council  Mains. 

Periodically  the  Buildings  are  fumigated  and  disinfected. 

The  Refuse  Collection  is  carried  out  at  regular  intervals* 


SECTICN  D. 


55 

115 


Housing . 

1.  INSPECTION  OF  DWELLING  HOUSES  DURING  THE  YEAR. 

(a)  Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  for 
housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or 
Housing  Acts) 

Number  of  Inspections  made  for  the  Purpose  ... 

(a)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (Included  under 
sub-head  (1)  above)  which  were  inspected  and 
recorded  under  the  Housing  Consolidated  Regulation 

1925  and  1932  

(b)  Number  of  Inspections  made  for  the  purpose * Nil 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  to  be  in  a state 
dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit 
for  huraan  habitation  Nil* 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  (exclusive  of  those  referred 
to  under  the  preceding  t5uh— head)  found  not  to  be  in 
all  respects  i-easonably  fit  for  human  habitation.  .55. 
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(1) 

(a) 

(b) 

(2) 

(a) 

(b) 

(3) 

(4) 

2 , Remedy  of  De±le^ct_s_^_rin^  Year  Vi/ithout  Service  of  Rormal  NotJlces., 

Number  of  Defective  dwelling  houses  rendered  fit  in 
consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority 
or  their  officers  o,.,  c . c „ o..o ...»  = 51 » 

5 • Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  Year. 

Sections  (a)^  (L),  (c)  and  (d),  "Nil'*  returns  have  been 
received . 

(a)  Number  of  new  houses  erected  during  the  year..„,o Nil 

(b)  As  part  of  the  Municipal  Housing  Scheme. ... o.. ^ . .Nil. 


SEGTICTT  E, 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  ROOD. 


xMILK  SUPPLY. 

There  are  forty-one  registered  producers  of  milk  in  the  area, 
two  having  been  added  during  the  year.  The  majority  are  producer 
retailers.  Included  are  three  producers  of  Accredited  Milk.  There 
are  also  six  retailers  of  Pasteurised  Milk,  one  holding  a 
supplementary  licence,  and  one  supplying  Tuberculin  Tested  Milk, 
Those  designated  milks  come  from  outside  the  district. 

The  premises  have  been  kept  in  satisfactory  condition. 

Thirty  Six  samples  of  milk  have  been  submitted  to  the 
Laboratory  for  examination. 


Eor  Cleanliness, 

Methylene  Blue  Test? 

51  instances 

- Satisfactory. 

1 instance 

- 5 hrs,  reduction  time. 

2 instance 

- 5 L.rs , 

do. 

1 instance 

- 2 hrs . 

do. 

1 instance 

- 214  hrs . 

do. 

Tuberculosis . 

Two  samples  of  milk,  produced  within  the  district  and  taken 
in  another  district,  proved  positive  for  tuberculosis.  One  of 
these  was  from  aor  Accredited  Supply,  and  the  other  from  an 
ordinary  milk  supply.  The  herds  were  dealt  with  by  the  officials 
of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  & Pisheries,  and  both  were  finally 
certified  to  be  non-tub erculous. 
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MEAT  INSPEGTION. 


Centralized  Slaughtering  of  animals  continues  to  be 
carried  out  at  the  Slaughter  House  premises  of  the  Bedlington 
Co-operative  Society  Ltd,,  This  arrangement  has  been  very  satisfactory 
for  the  Examination  of  all  carcases  and  organs. 


Examination  of  Carcases 


Cattle 

Sheep 

excluding  Cows. 

Ca.lves  and 

Cows , 

Lambs  Pigs. 

Number  killed. 

Number  Inspected. 

1227 

114 

2 

4205 

22 

All  diseases  except 

Tuberculosis, 

whole  carcases  condemned 

— 

5 

- 

3 

1 

Carcases  of  which  some 

part  or  organ  was 

condemned. 

69 

27 

mm 

11 

7 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
disease;  other  than 
Tuberculosis . 

5.62 

28,59 

- 

.332 

36,36 

Tuberculosis  only 
whole  carcases 
condemned . 

3 

10 

- 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned. 

80' 

18 

- 

- 

- 

Percentage  of.  the 

number  inspected 

affected  with  Tuberculosis. 

6.76 

24.56 

-- 

- 

- 

N.B.  All  the  pigs  slaughtered  were  owned  by  Local  Cottagers.  These 

were  of  the  casual  type,  chiefly  suffering  from  inflammatory  con- 
dition. All  the  fit  portions  were  taken  over  by  the  Ministry  of 
Food, 
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Meat,  Organs,  etc.  CondemneQ,  Surrendered  exid  Destroyed . 
For  Tuberculosis, 

Bovine  g 

Whole  carcase  13 

Head  and  Tongue  10 

Heart  and  Lungs  10 

Lungs  only  55 

Other  Defined  Diseases, 


Eovines 

Whole  Carcase  Septicaemia  2,  Septic  Mastitis  1,  Dropsy  1, 

Septic  Pericarditis  1, 

Heads  & Tongues  Actinomycosis  6,  Tonsillar  Ulcers  4. 

Hearts  & Lungs  Actinomycosis -1,  Pleurisy  4,  Pericarditis  1. 

Lungs  (only)  Abscesses  17 9 Pleurisy  2,  Pneumonia  1, 

Actinomycosis  1. 

Livers  Cirrhosis  39)  Multiple  Abscesses  25,  Degenerate  2 

Angioma  1,  Bacterial  Necrosis  1. 

Udders  Mastitis  20,  Abscesses  3« 

Tripe  & gut  Peritonitis  4. 

Thorax  trimmings  Pleurisy  4, 

Beef  Portions  Bruising  and  Bone  Taint  12  stones. 

Sheeps 

Whole  Carcase,  Oedema  1,  Sepsis  1,  Moribund  1, 

Plucks  Parasites  7 - 

Lungs  Parasites  and  Abscesses  4. 

Swine  s 

Whole  Carcase  Moribund  1, 

Plucks  Pneumonia  7 • 

Portions  of  Pork  Bruising  and  abscesses. 

Several  portions  of  organs  not  included  in  the  above  were  also 
condemned  because  of  simple  abnormalities. 

Other  Foods. 


The  following 

foods  were  found 

to  be  unfit  and 

were  condemned 

and  destroyed §- 

Corned  Beef 

336  lb. 

Soup 

33  tins 

Corned  Mutton 

246  lb. 

Peas 

16  tins 

Chopped  Ham 

118  lb. 

Fruit  (tinned) 

112  lb. 

Pork  Luncheon  Meat 

160  lb. 

Fish 

22  tins 

Casserole  Steak 

17  lb. 

Sausage 

18  lb. 

Spam 

21  tins 

Bacon 

13  lb. 

Prem 

17  tins 

Cheese 

19  lb. 

Milk 

199  tins 

Margarine 

2 lb. 

Jam 

49  tins 

Fish  Paste 

7 lb. 

Baked  Beans 

36  tins 

Potatoes 

480  stone. 
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SHELIr-FISH, 


A few  shell-fish  beds  lie  indiscriminately  scattered  within 
the  mouth  of  the  River  Blyth,  these  chiefly  consisting  of  Mussels,-  and 
mostly  exposed  to  contamination.  Notices  are  posted  prohibiting 
the  collection  of  these  shell-fish  and  collection  has  been  unknown 
during  the  year. 


SBQTIQN  F. 

PREVAIENCE  CF,  MB  CONTROL  OVER,  INFECTIOUS  AND 

OTHER  DISEASES o 


Hospital  accommodation  for  cases  of  infectious  disease  was 
provided  throu^out  the  year  at  the  Ashington  Unit  of  the  South 
East  Northumberland  Joint  Hospital  Board,  of  which  the  Urban 
District  Council  is  a constituent. 


Total  cases 

Disease,;  notified^ 

Cases 

Admitted 

to 

Hospital . 

Total 

Deaths . 

Scarlet  Fever 

61 

7 

Diphtheria 

14 

10 

5 

Typhoid  Fever 

1 

1 

- 

Paratyphoid  B,  fever 

3 

2 

- 

Pneumonia 

60 

unknown. 

16 

Erysipelas 

3 

“r 

-L 

Dysentery  (Flexner) 

2 

1 

Cerebro  Spinal  Fever 

4 

4 

— 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

1 

~ 

- 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 
Measles 

7 

226 

3 

V\/ho  oping  Cough 

45 

— 

3 

16 


Table  Showing;  Anjilj^s i s_  of  notified  Cases  of 
Tnfectribus  Diseases  unde'r  K^e  ~ 


Under  65  & 

1 yr,  1-  2-  5-  5“10"15"20-35-45»over  Total 

Scarlet  fever  - 2 - 5 2 55  15  ; 5 2 - 1 - 61 

Diphtheria  - 14 

Typhoid  Fever  - l 

Paratyphoid  B.  fever  1 5 

Pneumonia  - 2 - 5 - 6 5 -''4  11  11  1?  5 60 

Erysipelas  - 5 

Dysentery  (Flexner)  - __1_  2 

Cerebro  Spinal  Fever  - ____21---1-  4 

Ophthalmia  heonatorum  1 ___________  1 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  - _______6i__  7 

Measles  15  21  51  55  25  85  10  5 1 - - - 226 

Whooping  Gough  4 8757  14  - --  --  - 45 


Typhoid  Fever. 

One  case  of  typhoid  fever  was  notified.  The  patient  in  this 
case  had  been  v/orking  in  a mental  hospital  and  it  was  suspected 
that  this  might  have  been  the  source  of  the  infection,  but  this 
was  never  proved. 

Peiratyphoid  E.  fever. 

There  were  three  cases  of  paratyphoid  B.  fever  notified  during 
the  year,  and  of  these  two  cases  were  found  to  be  due  to  a carrier 
in  the  same  house  who  had  contracted  the  affection  abroad.  In  the 
third  case  the  source  of  infection  was  never  discovered.  All  three 
cases  and  the  carrier  were  removed  to  Hospital, 

Scarlet  Fever. 

There  was  a considerable  increase  in  the  incidence  of  scarlet 
fever,  there  being  61  cases  notified.  Of  these,  all  except  six, 
occurred  in  children  under  the  age  of  15  years.  There  were  no 
deaths . 

Diphtheria. 


Fourteen  cases  of  diphtheria  were  notified,  five  less  than 
last  ye  air.  Of  these  14  cases  only  three  were  known  to  have  been 
immunised.  There  were  three  deaths,  all  of  which  occurred  in  non- 
immunised  children. 

Measles . 


This  disease  continued  to  be  very  prevalent,  a total  of  226 
cases  being  notified,  and  of  these,  all  except  14,  were  under  the 
age  of  10  yesLTs.  There  were  no  deaths. 
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Whooping;  Coush. 


There  were  45  cases  of  whooping  cough  notified  and  all  of  these 
occurred  in  children  below  the  age  of  10  years.  There  were  3 deaths. 

Diphtheria  Prophylaxis . 

Visits  were  again  paid  to  all  the  schools  in  the  Shire  for  the 
purpose  of  carrying  out  diphtheria  iminunisation  and  pre-school 
children  were  inoculated  at  the  M.W.G.  Centre  at  Guide  Post  and  the 
First  Aid  Party  Depot  at  Cambois. 

The  following  table  shows  the  immunisation  states  of  pre-school 
and  school  children  at  the  end  of  December  1943. 

Under  five  years  of  age  - 39*5% 

5-15  years  - 79.^% 

In  both  cases  these  figures  show  a considerable  improvement 
over  the  position  at  the  end  of  1942. 

Immunisations  continued  to  be  carried  out  privately  by  the 
general  practitioners  at  the  fee  of  five  shillings  for  each 
complete  immunisation.  During  the  year  250  children  were  immunised 
under  this  scheme. 

Anterior  and  posterior  Schick  Testings  are  not  practised. 


Defence  (General)  Re ^lations  1939,  Scabies  Order,  19^1.  Na, 33A.  _ 

Scabies  and  other  verminous  conditions  continued  to  be  very 
prevalent  during  19'15  and  their  treatment  continued  to  occupy  a 
large  part  of  the  time  of  your  Medical  Officers  of  Health,  All 
cases  attending  the  Clinics  were  examined  for  the  presence  of 
scabies  and  head  lice. 

It  will  be  seen  from  the  table  reproduced  below  that  the 
total  number  of  cases  for  the  whole  of  the  Ho. 2 Area  over  the  year 
showed  a decrease  in  the  categories  "Scabies  Only"  and  "Scabies  and 
Lice",  but  a slight  increase  in  that  of  "Lice  Only",  as  compared 
with  19^2, 

In  the  Bedlingt onshire  area,  however,  there  was  a slight 
increase  in  the  category  "Scabies  Only"  and  a considerable  increase 
in  the  categoiy  "Lice  Ciily",  where  the  figures  were  more  than  . 
doubled  as  compared  with  1942. 


Aggregates  for  the  No. 2 Area  during 

Scabies  Only. Scabies  &,  Lice 

19AL3S- 

,Lice 

Scabies  not 
Only,  discovered. 

M. 

P. 

M. 

P 

M. 

Pc  M,  P. 

Over  16  yrs. 

179 

211 

2 

75 

— 

45  43  138 

5-16  yrs. 

248 

145 

52 

138 

27 

46  70  56 

Under  5 y3?s. 

89 

14 

25 

8 

3 18  24 

516 

414 

68 

236 

35 

94  151  218 

The  above 

1 includes  the 

figures 

for  the  Urban  District  which 

were  as  follows s- 

Scabies 

Only. 

Scabies 

Scabies  not 
& Lice.  Lice  Only,  discovered. 

M. 

P. 

M, 

P. 

M. 

P.  M.  P. 

Over  16  yrs. 

49 

77 

1 

19 

— 

20  id  55 

5-16  yrs. 

83 

44 

15 

39 

9 

19  18  19 

Under  5 yrs. 

29 

18 

7 

12 

4 

2 6 5 

161 

139 

23 

70 

. 11_ 

41  34  79 

During  the  first  three  months  of  194-3  the  arrangements  for 
treatment  remained  exactly  as  in  194-2,  except  that  in  January  a Hirst 
Aid  Post  man  who  had  rendered  much  arduous  and  willing  service  at  the 
Ashington  cleansing  station  was  withdrawn  owing  to  his  transfer  to 
the  Rescue  Party.  His  place  was  talcen  by  the  temporary  porter-- 
groundsman  employed  by  the  Hospital  Board, 

A marked  drop  in  the  number  of  notifications  towards  the  end  of 
March  enabled  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  to  close  the  Bedlington 
Hospitad.  and  concentrate  the  treatment  at  Ashington,  This  resulted 
in  a more  efficient  use  of  the  available  staff  and  also  in  a saving 
of  f ue  1 . 

Cases  from  Ashington,  Bedlington,  Hewbiggin  and  xoarts  of  the 
Morpeth  Rural  District  were  treated  at  Ashington  and  when  necessary 
were  transported  by  Givil  Defence  ambulance. 
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Morpeth  Borough  cases  and  those  from  the  rest  of  the  Rural  District 
were  treated  at  the  Cleansing  Station  at  The  Willows,  Morpeth,  where 
males  v/ere  treated  by  the  Lay  Superintendent  of  the  First  Aid  Post,  and 
the  females  by  a nurse  who  travelled  from  Ashington. 

In  Jaly  there  were  no  cases  treated  at  Morpeth  and  in  November 
and  December  it  was  again  possible  to  close  this  unit. 

The  Ashington  Unit  was  used  constantly  throughout  the  year  and  the 
v/ork  was  carried  out  by  a whole-time  Civil  Defence  nurse,  the  tv;o 
female  scabies  orderlies  t-”ained  in  1942  and  the  porter-groundsman  with 
assistance,  when  required,  from  nurses  of  the  Board’s  permanent  staff. 

Cases  continued  to  be  notified  by  the  School  Medical  Officer, 

School  Uurses  and  Attendance  Officers  and  by  the  general  practitioners. 

There  was  a very  sharp  rise  in  the  number  of  cases  in  September 
following  the  ro-opening  of  the  schools  after  the  summer  holidays,  but 
it  was  found  possible  to  deal  with  this  without  bringing  the  Bedlington 
unit  into  operation  again. 

Each  cleansing  station,  while  in  use,  was  visited  twice  weekly  by 
your  wiedical  Officers  of  Health,  Clinics  i¥ere  thus  held  throughout 
the  year  every  Tuesday  and  Friday  morning;  at  Asiiington, 

The  chief  medicament  used  in  the  treatment  of  scabies  was  25% 
Benzyl  Benzoate  Emulsion  with  various  auxiliary  preparations,  such  as 
Streptocide  Cream,  Gentian  Violet  Cream  and  Dilute  Ammoniated  Mercury 
Ointment  where  the  condition  was  complicated  by  the  presence  of  sepsis. 

The  prevalence  of  verminous  infestations  of  the  head  continued  to 
cause  much  concern  to  the  Medical  Officers  and  staffs  of  the  cleansing 
stations.  In  many  cases  this  condition  consumed  more  time  before  it 
v^ras  eradicated  than  did  the  scabetic  infestation.  This  was  largely  due 
to  lack  of  CO- operation  on  the  part  of  the  sufferers  or  their  parents 
or  guardians. 

Many  parents  appear  to  regard  head  lice  as  a natural  consequence 
of  attendance  at  school,  many  resented  being  told  that  they  or  their 
children  were  so  infested  and  yet  made  no  visible  attempt  to  get  rid  of 
the  condition.  Others  again,  appeared  quite  indifferent  and  much  time 
v/as  spent  in  attempting  to  overcome  this  apathy. 

Another  factor  which  occasionally  tends  to  cause  continuation  of 
this  deplorable  state  of  affairs  is  the  persistence  of  the  belief  that 
infestation  is  inevitable  where  there  is  any  co-existing  debilitating 
condition  and  that  is  no  use  trying  to  do  anything  in  such  circumstancea 

In  cases  of  severe  infestation  the  only  practical  method  of  dealing 
v/ith  the  condition  is  by  cropping  the  hair,  but  parents  are  often 
reluctant  to  give  their  consent  to  such  a proceeding  , 

There  isi  need  for  further  education  in  personal  hygiene  both 
inside  the  schools  and  out  of  them. 


I should  like  to  endorse  and  to  emphasise  the  remarks  made  hy  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  in  the  Annual  Report  for  19A2  concerning  the 
present  styles  of  hair-dressing.  It  is  unfori:unate  that  the  present 
fasiiion  is  to  wear  the  hair  long  and  this  applies  not  only  to  girls  hut 
also  to  hoys  who  frequently  have  hair  much  longer  than  it  need  he.  I 
would  also  condemn  the  present  practice,  so  common  among  school-girls 
and  adolescent  girls,  of  having  the  hair  "Permanently'’  waved.  Many  of 
the  worst  cases  of  infestation  are  seen  where  hair  has  heen_ treated  in 
this  way.  This  is  due,  I believe,  to  the  fact  that  such  hair  is 
likely  to  he  inadequately  comhod  and  brushed  as  the  result  of  a desire 
to  avoid  disturbing  the  "waves". 


Parents  would  do  well  to  discour^age  this  practice  among  the 
young  people  under  their  care  and  to  realise  that  short  hair  and^ 
thorough  brushing  atnd  combing  are  factors  .of  supreme  importance  in  the 
avoidance  of  infestation  by  head  lice. 

School  children  are  not  the  only  persons  concerned  in  the  state  of 
affairs  indicated  by  the  figures  given  in  the  table.  Mjmy  adults  are 
also  involved  and  it  is  impossible  to  avoid  the  conclusion  that  they 
are  indifferent  to  personal  cleanliness  in  that  they  permit  the 
continued  existence  of  head  lice. 

The  insecticide  used  at  the  cleansing  stations  js^medicated 
Lethane  hair  oil  and  it  has  been  found  very  effective  in  killing  the 
lice  but  there  is  difficulty  in  persuading  people  to  carry  out 
thoroughly  the  tedious  process  of  removing  the  nits. 

As  I have  said  above  there  is  need  for  further  education  in  these 
matters  in  the  schools,  in  clinics,  by  posters  and  film  and  for  an 
altered  style  of  hair-dressing. 

No  legal  proceedings  were  instituted  under  the  Defence 
Regulations,  although  in  several  cases'  action  was  threatened.  This 
has  so  far  been  found  sufficient  to  bring  about  compliance  with  the 
Regulations . 


KEW  GASES  km  MORTALITY  DmilvTG  1943. 


Age 

Peri ods . 

0- 

1- 
5- 

15- 

25- 

35- 

45- 

55- 

65  & over 


New  Cases. 

Re  sp . N on-Re  sp , 

M.  P.  M.  P. 


3 - - 1 

6 - 5 5 

10  2 - - 

15  - - 

- 2 - - 

4 1 - 1 

11  - - 


Deaths . 

Resp.  Non~Resp. 

M.  P.  M.  P. 

11  - - 

12  - - 

12  - - 

1 - ^ - 
11  - - 


25  12  6 7 


6 6 11 


Non-notified  deaths  - 5 

Total  deaths  • *-  14 


CANCER  MORTALITY. 


Males  Pemales 

20  30  40  45  55  65  Tot.  20  JO  40  45  55  65  Tot. 
Stomach  ---2  4 28 

Colon  11  >._„^1«1 

Rectum  i__i„i5  _11_^24 

Lungs  ---11-2  _l--_-l 

Uterus  --II3I6 

Ovary  __-1214 

Prostate  -----11 

Breast  _„_-_22 

Oesophagus  - --  -i-i 


1 - . - 4 6 5 16  - 2 2 2 7 11  24 


Sarcoma  of  Pemur  - M.46 


